Commens | Article in Journal

Record in the Commens Bibliography. Retrieved from
http://www.commens.org/bibliography/journal_article/aikin-scott-f-2009-prospects-peircean-epistemic-infinitism,
14.11.2025.

Type: Article in Journal

Author: Aikin, Scott F.

Title: Prospects for Peircean Epistemic Infinitism
Year: 2009

Journal: Contemporary Pragmatism

Volume: 6

Issue: 2

Pages: 71-87

Keywords: Epistemic Infinitism, Semantics

Abstract: Epistemic infinitism is the view that infinite series of inferential relations are
productive of epistemic justification. Peirce is explicitly infinitist in his early
work, namely his 1868 series of articles. Further, Peirce's semiotic categories of
firsts, seconds, and thirds favors a mixed theory of justification. The conclusion
is that Peirce was an infinitist, and particularly, what | will term an impure
infinitist. However, the prospects for Peirce's infinitism depend entirely on the
prospects for Peirce's early semantics, which are not good. Peirce himself
revised the semantic theory later, and in so doing, it seems also his epistemic
infinitism.
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