
Record in the Commens Bibliography. Retrieved from
http://www.commens.org/bibliography/journal_article/boyd-kenneth-2016-peirce-assertion-speech-acts-and-taking,
04.06.2026.

Type: Article in Journal
Author: Boyd, Kenneth
Title: Peirce on Assertion, Speech Acts, and Taking Responsibility
Year: 2016
Journal: Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society
Volume: 52
Issue: 1
Pages: 21-46
Keywords: Assertion
Abstract: C.S. Peirce held what is nowadays called a 'commitment view' of assertion.

According to this type of view, assertion is a kind of act that is determined by
its  'normative  effects':  by  asserting  a  proposition  one  undertakes  certain
commitments, typically to be able to provide reason to believe what one is
asserting, or, in Peirce's words, one 'takes responsibility' for the truth of the
proposition one asserts. Despite the fact that Peirce was an early proponent of
the  view,  if  his  commitment  view  of  assertion  is  mentioned  at  all  in
contemporary discussions it is only in passing. His view is, however, far more
complex and nuanced than he has been given credit for. My primary goal here,
then, is to get a better understanding of Peirce's version of a commitment view
of  assertion.  I  then  argue  that  figuring  out  the  details  of  Peirce's  theory  of
assertion can provide us with a viable way to respond to certain problems faced
by contemporary commitment views of assertion.
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