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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to clarify the main questions and aims guiding

Charles Sanders Peirce’s phenomenological inquiries concerning the universal
categories.  The  paper  divides  into  four  parts.  In  the  first  section,  I  provide  a
brief review of the phenomenological categories and I articulate one concern
about standard interpretations of the purpose of this kind of phenomenological
inquiry.  Second,  I  consider  examples  drawn  from  Peirce’s  own  work  in
astronomy and the  study  of  gravitational  forces,  and  I  offer  some reasons  for
thinking that his philosophical account of the universal categories is modeled in
some respects on his understanding of the way scientists should analyze the
phenomena that call out for explanation. Third, I provide a brief overview of
Peirce’s  philosophical  account  of  the  scientific  method,  and  I  explain  the  role
that his phenomenological theory has in his account of this method of inquiry.
Finally, I consider one example drawn from metaphysics that is designed to
illustrate the role of phenomenology in philosophical inquiry.
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