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Abstract: My aim in this article is twofold. First, | hope to show that, despite its seeming
rehabilitation, metaphysics as systematic, speculative philosophy is no less
threatened. Second, | will argue that metaphysics as systematic, speculative
philosophy is ultimately revisable. That is, metaphysics is not (or should not be)
the aim at a closed system of apodictic truths but, rather, an open-ended,
fallibilistic pursuit of ever- more-adequate accounts of reality. Specifically,
building on the work of Charles Sanders Peirce and Alfred North Whitehead, |
will argue that we should conceive of metaphysics not as the quest for absolute
certainty but as "working hypothesis." Thus, the first part will be largely
historical and critical, and the second part will be positive and exploratory.
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