Commens | Article in Journal

Record in the Commens Bibliography. Retrieved from
http://www.commens.org/bibliography/journal_article/pearce-trevor-2018-protoplasm-feels-role-physiology-charles-s
anders, 23.05.2026.

Type: Article in Journal

Author: Pearce, Trevor

Title: "Protoplasm Feels": The Role of Physiology in Charles Sanders Peirce’s
Evolutionary Metaphysics

Year: 2018

Journal: HOPOQOS: The Journal of the International Society for the History of Philosophy of
Science

Volume: 8

Pages: 28-61

Keywords: Metaphysics, Protoplasm, Evolutionism, Physiology

Abstract:  This essay is an attempt to explain why Charles Sanders Peirce’s evolutionary
metaphysics would not have seemed strange to its original 1890s audience.
Building on the pioneering work of Andrew Reynolds, | will excavate the
scientific context of Peirce’s Monist articles—in particular “The Law of Mind”
and “Man’s Glassy Essence,” both published in 1892—focusing on the
relationship between protoplasm, evolution, and consciousness. | argue that
Peirce’s discussions should be understood in the context of contemporary
evolutionary and physiological speculations, many of which were featured in
late- 1880s issues of Open Court, sister journal to the Monist.
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