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Abstract:  An important issue in contemporary Royce scholarship concerns the degree of
continuity present throughout Royce's philosophy. Advocates of the "continuity
thesis" assert a degree of continuity in extremis, denying any significance to
"stages" in Royce's thought. Other Royce scholars vitiate the continuity thesis,
arguing instead for "transitions" between the early, middle, and later periods.
Once such markers are introduced, Royce's "Peircean moment" of 1912 is taken
as the "transitional moment," when Royce is finally able to resolve the
heretofore irreconcilable problem of Absolute existence and human freedom.
Although the continuity thesis captures the perennial importance of the
postulational basis of Royce's thought, it fails to acknowledge the reality of
change occurring at key moments in Royce's development. The French
philosopher Gabriel Marcel offers a way to negotiate the Scylla and Charybdis-
like horns of the continuity and transitional theses, confirming Marcel's ongoing
relevance to contemporary Royce scholarship.
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