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Abstract: Charles S. Peirce believed that his pragmatic philosophy could reconcile religion
and science and that this reconciliation involves a religious ethics creating a
real community with the cosmos and God. After some rival pragmatic
approaches to God and religious belief inconsistent with Peirce's philosophy are
set aside, his metaphysical plan for a reconciliation of religion and science is
outlined. A panentheistic God makes the best match with his desired
conclusions from the Neglected Argument for the reality of God, and this God is
also capable of fulfilling the pragmatic role demanded by Peirce's ethical
expectations for the intelligent functioning of religion. The discussion proceeds
to an elaboration of the aesthetic, metaphysical, and ethical elements of
Peirce's philosophical system, which indicate why Peirce's religious ethics is
best categorized as akin to Stoicism, with some Christian elements. For Peirce,
religious ethics proceeds from the (potentially universal) agapic community's
cooperation with God's loving creativity of the universe.
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