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Abstract: Peirce's empiricism was not limited to the pragmatic maxim. Eventually, he
conceived of philosophy as a set of empirical inquiries, metaphysical and
normative. To support that idea, he had to show that we can observe more than
it is usually assumed that we can observe. His long series of experimental
studies of observation established the objectivity of what would otherwise be
thought subjective. He showed that experience itself can be observed and that,
once observed, it proves to have aspects modal and normative. In method and
in aim, Peirce's philosophy presents an alternative to contemporary fashions in
philosophy. Its aim was to establish facts, not to analyze concepts. This paper
only sketches that program; its focus is the empirical grounds on which Peirce
expanded empiricism.
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