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Abstract:  This inquiry outlines Karl Buhler’s three kinds of deixis, focusing particularly on
his most advanced use - deixis am phantasma (deictics to refer to absent
referents). This use is of primary import to the semiosis of index, given the
centrality of the object and the interpretant in changing the function of the
indexical sign in ontogeny. Employing deictic signs to refer to absent objects
(some of which are mental) constitutes a catalyst from more social,
conventional, uses to more internal, imaginative, ones. Buhler's analogy of
mental objects as a "mimesis" serves as the genesis for the claim that static
and more dynamic memories, fuelled by aff ect, drive deictics to refer to more
dynamic objects and more dynamic interpretants, into more constructed
realities. Peirce's two types of objects and three types of interpretants complete
BUhler's deictic framework; they determine advances in deictic semiosis
undeveloped by Buhler, and offer rationale for how it is that deictic use extends
the semiosis of index.
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