
Record in the Commens Bibliography. Retrieved from
http://www.commens.org/bibliography/journal_article/wible-james-r-2018-game-theory-abduction-and-economy-rese
arch-c-s, 23.11.2025.

Type: Article in Journal
Author: Wible, James R.
Title: Game  Theory,  Abduction,  and  the  Economy  of  Research:  C.  S.  Peirce's

Conception of Humanity's Most Economic Resource
Year: 2018
Journal: Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society
Volume: 54
Issue: 2
Pages: 134-161
Keywords: Economy of Research, Game Theory
Abstract: The writings of C. S. Peirce, the American polymath philosopher, scientist, and

mathematician, are explored and investigated from a hypothetical and perhaps
novel perspective. The argument pursued here is that Peirce's "economy of
research" is not only of central importance to his philosophy, but that it also
should  be  expanded  to  include  games  and  the  process  of  abduction.  An
abductive  and  game-theoretic  interpretation  of  the  economy  of  research
creates  an  economically  and  philosophically  dynamic  conception  of  how
humans  create  new  knowledge.  This  broader  conception  of  an  abductive,
economically constrained, and strategically embellished process of intellectual
innovation may be humanity's most economic resource. Philosophically,  the
hypotheses provides a more expansive conception of Peirce's pragmatism, an
expansion I believe he intended to make. Peirce's writings on the economy of
research,  abduction,  and  games  could  be  of  great  significance  for
contemporary applications of Peirce's pragmatism to economics, social science,
and interdisciplinary fields such as law and economics.

ISSN: 00091774
DOI: 10.2979/trancharpeirsoc.54.2.02
Language: English

Commens | Article in Journal

Commens: Digital Companion to C. S. Peirce (http://www.commens.org)


