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Assertion

...throughout this essay the word “assertion” will be used to mean a certain
kind of communication, and so to denote a performance requiring the
codperation of two parties (though not necessarily two different persons, since
one person, for example, may write a memorandum for his own future
information); one of these parties, who shall be called the utterer, by an
exertion of will renders the other party, who shall be called the interpreter,
sensible of certain signs by which he must recognize the fact that the utterer
has willed to assert; and in the great majority of cases he will regard it as a real
fact. The signs of which the interpreter becomes sensible may be indirect; that
is, signs of signs; by which means ever so complex an assertion may be made
in a single sign through a “code.”
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