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Term: Philosophy
Quote: Two meanings of the term ‘philosophy’ call for our particular notice. The two

meanings agree in making philosophical knowledge positive, that is in making it
a knowledge of things real, in opposition to mathematical knowledge, which is
knowledge of the consequences of arbitrary hypotheses; and they further agree
in making philosophical truth extremely general. But in other respects they
differ  as  widely  as  they  well  could.  For  one  of  them,  which  is  better  entitled
(except by usage) to being distinguished as philosophia prima than is ontology,
embraces all that positive science which rests upon familiar experience and
does not search out occult or rare phenomena; while the other, which has been
called philosophia ultima, embraces all that truth which is derivable by collating
the  results  of  the  different  special  sciences,  but  which  is  too  broad  to  be
perfectly established by any one of them. The former is well named by Jeremy
Bentham’s  term cenoscopy  […],  the  latter  goes  by the name of  synthetic
philosophy.
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