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Term: Science
Quote: The word “science” has three principal acceptions, to wit:

Firstly, men educated in Jesuit and similar colleges often use the term in the
sense of  the Greek ἐπιστήμη,  the Latin  scientia;  that  is  to  say,  to  denote
knowledge for certain. [—]

Secondly, since the beginning of the nineteenth century, when Coleridge so
defined it in the opening dissertation to the Encyclopaedia Metropolitana, non-
scientific  people  have  generally  understood  “science”  to  mean
systematized  knowledge.

Thirdly,  in  the  mouths  of  scientific  men  themselves  “science”  means  the
concrete body of their own proper activities, in seeking such truth as seems to
them highly  worthy  of  life-long  devotion,  and  in  pursuing  it  by  the  most
critically chosen methods, including all the help both general and special that
they can obtain from one another’s information and reflection.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1906). The Basis of Pragmaticism. MS [R] 283.
References: EP 2:372
Date of
Quote: 

1906

URL: http://www.commens.org/dictionary/entry/quote-basis-pragmaticism-10

Commens | Dictionary Entry

Commens: Digital Companion to C. S. Peirce (http://www.commens.org)


