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Term: [l Lume Naturale

Quote: ... The only end of science, as such, is to learn the lesson that the universe has
to teach it. In Induction it simply surrenders itself to the force of facts. But it
finds, at once - | am partially inverting the historical order, in order to state the
process in its logical order - it finds | say that this is not enough. It is driven in
desperation to call upon its inward sympathy with nature, its instinct for aid,
just as we find Galileo at the dawn of modern science making his appeal to il
lume naturale. But in so far as it does this, the solid ground of fact fails it. It
feels from that moment that its position is only provisional. It must then find
confirmations or else shift its footing. Even if it does find confirmations, they
are only partial. It still is not standing upon the bedrock of fact. It is walking
upon a bog, and can only say, this ground seems to hold for the present.
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