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Term: Habit-taking

Quote: ...any fundamental universal tendency ought to manifest itself in nature. Where
shall we look for it? We could not expect to find it in such phenomena as
gravitation where the evolution has so nearly approached its ultimate limit, that
nothing even simulating irregularity can be found in it. But we must search for
this generalizing tendency rather in such departments of nature where we find
plasticity and evolution still at work. The most plastic of all things is the human
mind, and next after that comes the organic world, the world of protoplasm.
Now the generalizing tendency is the great law of mind, the law of association,
the law of habit taking. We also find in all active protoplasm a tendency to take
habits. Hence | was led to the hypothesis that the laws of the universe have
been formed under a universal tendency of all things toward generalization
and habit-taking.
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