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Term:

Tychism

Quote:

Let me here say one word about Tychism, or the doctrine that absolute chance
is a factor of the universe. There is one class of objectors to it who are so
impressed with what they have read in popular books about the triumphs of
science that they really imagine that science has proved that the universe is
regulated by law down to every detail. Such men are theologians, perhaps, or
perhaps they have been brought up in surroundings where everything was so
minutely regulated that they have come to believe that every tendency that
exists at all in Nature must be carried to its furthest limit. Or, there is I know not
what other explanation of their state of mind; but I do know one thing: they
cannot be real students of physical science – they cannot be chemists, for
example. They are wrong in their logic. But there is another class of objectors
for whom I have more respect. They are shocked at the atheism of Lucretius
and his great master. They do not perceive that that which oﬀends them is not
the Firstness in the swerving atoms, because they themselves are just as much
advocates of Firstness as the ancient Atomists were. But what they cannot
accept is the attribution of this ﬁrstness to things perfectly dead and material.
Now I am quite with them there. I think too that whatever is First is ipso facto
sentient.
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