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Belief

| use the word belief to express any kind of holding for true or acceptance of a
proposition. Belief, in this sense, is a composite thing. Its principal element is
not a matter of consciousness at all; but is a habit established in the believer’s
nature, in consequence of which he would act, should occasion present itself, in
ceratin ways. However, not every habit is a belief. A belief is a habit with which
the believer is deliberately satisfied. This implies that he is aware of it, and
being aware of it does not struggle against it. A third important characteristic of
belief is that while other habits are contracted by repeatedly performing the act
under the conditions, belief may be, and commonly if not invariably is
contracted, by merely imagining the situation and imagining what would be our
experience and what our conduct in such a situation; and this mere imagination
at once establishes such a habit that if the imagined case were realized we
should really behave in that way.
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