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Methodeutic
27. Of Methodeutic. The ﬁrst business of this memoir is to develope a precise
conception of the nature of methodeutical logic. In methodeutic, it is
assumed that the signs considered will conform to the conditions of critic,
and be true. But just as critical logic inquires whether and how a sign
corresponds to its intended ultimate object, the reality; so methodeutic
looks to the purposed ultimate interpretant and inquires what conditions a
sign must conform to, in order to be pertinent to the purpose. Methodeutic
has a special interest in Abduction, or the inference which starts a scientiﬁc
hypothesis. For it is not suﬃcient that a hypothesis should be a justiﬁable
one. Any hypothesis which explains the facts is justiﬁed critically. But
among justiﬁable hypotheses we have to select that one which is suitable
for being tested by experiment. There is no such need of a subsequent
choice after drawing deductive and inductive conclusions. Yet although
methodeutic has not the same special concern with them, it has to develop
the principles which are to guide us in the investigation of proofs, those
which are to govern the general course of an investigation, and those which
determine what problems shall engage our energies. It is, therefore,
throughout of an economic character. Two other problems of methodeutic
which the old logics usually made almost its only business are, ﬁrst, the
principles of deﬁnition, and of rendering ideas clear; and second, the
principles of classiﬁcation.
Peirce, C. S. (1902). Carnegie Institution Correspondence. L [R] 75.
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