Commens | Dictionary Entry

‘Science’ (pub. 10.10.18-11:41). Quote in M. Bergman & S. Paavola (Eds.), The Commens Dictionary: Peirce's Terms
in His Own Words. New Edition. Retrieved from
http://www.commens.org/dictionary/entry/quote-comte-benjamin-kidd.

Term: Science

Quote: Science is not a fixed, unchangeable body of propositions. After a thousand
years the general face of science may be modified past recognition. Scientific
hypotheses are questions put to nature. In the game of twenty questions no
skilful player begins by guessing what he thinks most likely. He seeks to fix one
feature at a time. Scientific research is a much more intricate business, and
various considerations go to determining what is the best hypothesis to try.
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