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Term: Habit
Quote: A  habit  which  is  objective  continues  as  long  as  the  future  conditional

proposition  continues true,  ‘If  such and such conditions  are  fulfilled,  such and
such will the behaviour of the subject be’. It would be absurd to say that the
habit only subsists at the moment that it operates, or that it only subsists if the
conditions are about to be fulfilled. For a habit is general,  and as such cannot
be constituted by any multitude of individual occurrences, – not even by an
infinite multitude, not even by an abnumeral  multitude of whatever order you
please. It  is  only constituted by the truth of the general  future conditional
proposition; that is to say by the nonoccurrence of a given kind of event, not by
occurrences of the reverse event, however. Moreover, if the conditions never
are to arise, still there may be something to determine what could not occur
even if they should arise.
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