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Term: Substantial Necessity
Quote: The  terms,  substantial  necessity  and  substantial  possibility  […]  refer  to

supposed  information  of  the  present  in  the  present,  including  among  the
objects known all existing laws as well as special facts. In this sense, everything
in the present which is possible is also necessary, and there is no present
contingent. But we may suppose there are “future contingents.” Many men are
so cocksure that necessity governs everything that they deny that there is
anything substantially contingent. But it will be shown in the course of this
treatise  that  they  are  unwarrantably  confident,  that  wanting  omniscience  we
ought to presume there may be things substantially contingent, and further
that there is overwhelming evidence that such things there are.
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