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Term: Icon
Quote: Signs, or representations, are of three kinds: Icons, Indices, and Tokens. [—]

The icon represents its object by virtue of resembling it. It thus depends on a
simple feeling. Mental association has nothing to do with it. The icon has no
generality, because it does not analyze the character it exhibits. There is thus
no more generality in the icon than there is in the object. Nor has the icon
anything to do with the sense of contact with the world, nor with the actual
existence of its object.  It  is  a mere dream. Icons comprehend all  pictures,
imitations, diagrams, and examples. Every algebraical formula, in so far as it
shows the letters connected by signs analogous to the relations between the
quantities those letters denote, is an icon: qq. No quality or character of any
kind can be conveyed or made known, except by the means of an icon. With
reference to qualities of feeling, this is evident. But it is equally true with regard
to relations.
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537; MS [W] 585.

References: W 5:379-80
Date of
Quote: 

1886

URL: http://www.commens.org/dictionary/entry/quote-elementary-account-logic-relati
ves-1

Commens | Dictionary Entry

Commens: Digital Companion to C. S. Peirce (http://www.commens.org)


