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Term:

Agapasm

Quote:

I ﬁrst formulate for the reader’s convenience the briefest possible deﬁnitions of
the three conceivable modes of development of thought, distinguishing also
two varieties of anancasm and three of agapasm. […] The agapastic
development of thought is the adoption of certain mental tendencies, not
altogether heedlessly, as in tychasm, nor quite blindly by the mere force of
circumstances or of logic, as in anancasm, but by an immediate attraction for
the idea itself, whose nature is divined before the mind possesses it, by the
power of sympathy, that is, by virtue of the continuity of mind; and this mental
tendency may be of three varieties, as follows. First, it may aﬀect a whole
people or community in its collective personality, and be thence communicated
to such individuals as are in powerfully sympathetic connection with the
collective people, although they may be intellectually incapable of attaining the
idea by their private understandings or even perhaps of consciously
apprehending it. Second, it may aﬀect a private person directly, yet so that he
is only enabled to apprehend the idea, or to appreciate its attractiveness, by
virtue of his sympathy with his neighbors, under the inﬂuence of a striking
experience or development of thought. The conversion of St. Paul may be taken
as an example of what is meant. Third, it may aﬀect an individual,
independently of his human aﬀections, by virtue of an attraction it exercises
upon his mind, even before he has comprehended it. This is the phenomenon
which has been well called the divination of genius; for it is due to the
continuity between the man’s mind and the Most High.
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