Commens | Dictionary Entry

‘Index’ (pub. 05.03.18-16:02). Quote in M. Bergman & S. Paavola (Eds.), The Commens Dictionary: Peirce's Terms in
His Own Words. New Edition. Retrieved from http://www.commens.org/dictionary/entry/quote-existential-graphs-1.

Term:
Quote:

Source:
References:

Date of
Quote:

URL:

Index

An index represents its object by forcibly bringing it before the senses, or
before the attention, appealing to “association by contiguity.” A pure index
would present a pure sense-reaction. But again there is no such thing. Every
index is considered as an individual sign; but this individuality will not bear
cross-examination, but betrays more or less generality, because there is no
pure index. Still we may call a proper name or demonstrative or personal
pronoun an index. It appeals to individual recognition. Such words as yard
which refer to individual prototypes have much of the index character.
“Indefinite” pronouns, anything, something, etc. which tells us how to proceed
in order to experience the object intended,—better called selective
pronouns,—are almost indices.
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