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Term: Real
Quote: …  Objects  are  divided  into  figments,  dreams,  etc.,  on  the  one  hand,  and

realities on the other. The former are those which exist only inasmuch as you or
I or some man imagines them; the latter are those which have an existence
independent of your mind or mine or that of any number of persons. The real is
that which is not whatever we happen to think it, but is unaffected by what we
may think of it. [—] Where is the real, the thing independent of how we think it,
to be found? There must be such a thing, for we find our opinions constrained;
there is something, therefore, which influences our thoughts, and is not created
by them. We have, it is true, nothing immediately present to us but thoughts.
These  thoughts,  however,  have  been  caused  by  sensations,  and  those
sensations are constrained by something out of the mind. This thing out of the
mind,  which  directly  influences  sensation,  and  through  sensation  thought,
because it is out of the mind, is independent of how we think it, and is, in short,
the real. Here is one view of reality, a very familiar one. And from this point of
view it is clear that the nominalistic answer must be given to the question
concerning universals. [—] This conception of reality is so familiar, that it is
unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  it;  but  the  other,  or  realist  conception,  if  less
familiar,  is even more natural and obvious. All  human thought and opinion
contains  an  arbitrary,  accidental  element,  dependent  on  the  limitations  in
circumstances, power, and bent of the individual; an element of error, in short.
But human opinion universally tends in the long run to a definite form, which is
the truth. Let any human being have enough information and exert enough
thought upon any question, and the result will be that he will arrive at a certain
definite  conclusion,  which  is  the  same  that  any  other  mind  will  reach  under
sufficiently  favorable  circumstances.  [—]  There  is,  then,  to  every  question  a
true answer, a final conclusion, to which the opinion of every man is constantly
gravitating. He may for a time recede from it, but give him more experience
and time for  consideration,  and he will  finally  approach it.  The individual  may
not live to reach the truth; there is a residuum of error in every individual’s
opinions.  No  matter;  it  remains  that  there  is  a  definite  opinion  to  which  the
mind of man is, on the whole and in the long run, tending. On many questions
the final agreement is already reached, on all it will be reached if time enough
is given. The arbitrary will or other individual peculiarities of a sufficiently large
number  of  minds  may  postpone  the  general  agreement  in  that  opinion
indefinitely;  but  it  cannot  affect  what  the  character  of  that  opinion  shall  be
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when  it  is  reached.  This  final  opinion,  then,  is  independent,  not  indeed  of
thought in general, but of all that is arbitrary and individual in thought; is quite
independent  of  how  you,  or  I,  or  any  number  of  men  think.  Everything,
therefore,  which  will  be  thought  to  exist  in  the  final  opinion  is  real,  and
nothing  else.
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