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Truth

All human thought and opinion contains an arbitrary, accidental element,
dependent on the limitations in circumstances, power, and bent of the
individual; an element of error, in short. But human opinion universally tends in
the long run to a definite form, which is the truth. Let any human being have
enough information and exert enough thought upon any question, and the
result will be that he will arrive at a certain definite conclusion, which is the
same that any other mind will reach under sufficiently favorable circumstances.
[—] There is, then, to every question a true answer, a final conclusion, to which
the opinion of every man is constantly gravitating. He may for a time recede
from it, but give him more experience and time for consideration, and he will
finally approach it. The individual may not live to reach the truth; there is a
residuum of error in every individual’s opinions. No matter; it remains that
there is a definite opinion to which the mind of man is, on the whole and in the
long run, tending. On many questions the final agreement is already reached,
on all it will be reached if time enough is given. The arbitrary will or other
individual peculiarities of a sufficiently large number of minds may postpone
the general agreement in that opinion indefinitely; but it cannot affect what the
character of that opinion shall be when it is reached. This final opinion, then, is
independent, not indeed of thought in general, but of all that is arbitrary and
individual in thought; is quite independent of how you, or I, or any number of
men think. Everything, therefore, which will be thought to exist in the final
opinion is real, and nothing else.
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