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Firstness

The First is that whose being is simply in itself, not referring to anything nor
lying behind anything. The Second is that which is what it is by force of
something to which it is second. The Third is that which is what it is owing to
things between which it mediates and which it brings into relation to
each other.

The idea of the absolutely First must be entirely separated from all conception
of or reference to anything else; for what involves a second is itself a second to
that second. The First must therefore be present and immediate, so as not to
be second to a representation. It must be fresh and new, for if old it is second
to its former state. It must be initiative, original, spontaneous, and free;
otherwise it is second to a determining cause. It is also something vivid and
conscious; so only it avoids being the object of some sensation. It precedes all
synthesis and all differentiation; it has no unity and no parts. It cannot be
articulately thought: assert it, and it has already lost its characteristic
innocence; for assertion always implies a denial of something else. Stop to think
of it, and it has flown! What the world was to Adam on the day he opened his
eyes to it, before he had drawn any distinctions, or had become conscious of
his own existence - that is first, present, immediate, fresh, new, initiative,
original, spontaneous, free, vivid, conscious, and evanescent. Only, remember
that every description of it must be false to it.
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