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Habit

...if the same cell which was once excited, and which by some chance had
happened to discharge itself along a certain path or paths, comes to get
excited a second time, it is more likely to discharge itself the second time along
some or all of those paths along which it had previously discharged itself than it
would have been had it not so discharged itself before. This is the central
principle of habit; and the striking contrast of its modality to that of any
mechanical law is most significant. The laws of physics know nothing of
tendencies or probabilities; whatever they require at all they require absolutely
and without fail, and they are never disobeyed. Were the tendency to take
habits replaced by an absolute requirement that the cell should discharge itself
always in the same way, or according to any rigidly fixed condition whatever, all
possibility of habit developing into intelligence would be cut off at the outset;
the virtue of Thirdness would be absent. It is essential that there should be an
element of chance in some sense as to how the cell shall discharge itself; and
then that this chance or uncertainty shall not be entirely obliterated by the
principle of habit, but only somewhat affected.
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