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Hypothesis [as a form of reasoning]

Hypothesis is to be explained in a similar manner to induction. Hypothesis is
quite a different thing from induction and is usually so considered although |
have not found any definition given of it which brings out the difference
distinctly. But it will be acknowledged that a hypothesis is a categorical
assertion of something we have not experienced. Now in induction there is
nothing of this sort. [—] Hypothesis is in fact the inference of a minor
proposition as in the following examples respecting light.

We find that light gives certain peculiar fringes. Required an explanation of the
fact. We reflect that ether waves would give the same fringes. We have
therefore only to suppose that light is ether waves and the marvel is explained.

[—]
We have then three different kinds of inference. Deduction or inference a priori.
Induction or inference a particularis, and Hypothesis or inference a posteriori.
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