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Logica Utens

Whatever opinion be entertained in regard to the scope of logic, it will be
generally agreed that the heart of it lies in the classification and critic of
arguments. Now it is peculiar to the nature of argument that no argument can
exist without being referred to some special class of arguments. The act of
inference consists in the thought that the inferred conclusion is true because in
any analogous case an analogous conclusion would be true. Thus, logic is
coeval with reasoning. Whoever reasons ipso facto virtually holds a logical
doctrine, his logica utens. This classification is not a mere qualification of the
argument. It essentially involves an approval of it - a qualitative approval. Now
such self-approval supposes self-control.
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