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Term: Abduction
Quote: Now, I said, Abduction, or the suggestion of an explanatory theory, is inference

through an Icon, and is thus connected with Firstness; Induction, or trying how
things will  act,  is  inference through an Index,  and is  thus connected with
Secondness;  Deduction,  or  recognition of  the relations  of  general  ideas,  is
inference through a Symbol, and is thus connected with Thirdness. [—] But my
connection  of  Abduction  with  Firstness,  Induction  with  Secondness,  and
Deduction with Thirdness was confirmed by my finding no essential subdivision
of Abductions, that Induction split at once, into the Sampling of Collections, and
the  Sampling  of  Qualities,  while  in  the  logic  of  relatives  the  three  figures  of
syllogism  gain  a  reality  which  is  not  so  easily  perceived  in  non-relative
syllogism but really exists there also.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1903). Harvard Lectures on Pragmatism: Lecture V, a deleted
passage. MS [R] 312.
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