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Term:

Real

Quote:

Let us now approach the subject of logic, and consider a conception which
particularly concerns it, that of reality. Taking clearness in the sense of
familiarity, no idea could be clearer than this. Every child uses it with perfect
conﬁdence, never dreaming that he does not understand it. As for clearness in
its second grade, however, it would probably puzzle most men, even among
those of a reﬂective turn of mind, to give an abstract deﬁnition of the real. Yet
such a deﬁnition may perhaps be reached by considering the points of
diﬀerence between reality and its opposite, ﬁction. A ﬁgment is a product of
somebody’s imagination; it has such characters as his thought impresses upon
it. That those characters are independent of how you or I think is an external
reality. There are, however, phenomena within our own minds, dependent upon
our thought, which are at the same time real in the sense that we really think
them. But though their characters depend on how we think, they do not depend
on what we think those characters to be. Thus, a dream has a real existence as
a mental phenomenon, if somebody has really dreamt it; that he dreamt so and
so, does not depend on what anybody thinks was dreamt, but is completely
independent of all opinion on the subject. On the other hand, considering, not
the fact of dreaming, but the thing dreamt, it retains its peculiarities by virtue
of no other fact than that it was dreamt to possess them. Thus we may deﬁne
the real as that whose characters are independent of what anybody may think
them to be.
But, however satisfactory such a deﬁnition may be found, it would be a great
mistake to suppose that it makes the idea of reality perfectly clear. [—]
On the other hand, all the followers of science are animated by a cheerful hope
that the processes of investigation, if only pushed far enough, will give one
certain solution to each question to which they apply it. [—] This activity of
thought by which we are carried, not where we wish, but to a fore-ordained
goal, is like the operation of destiny. No modiﬁcation of the point of view taken,
no selection of other facts for study, no natural bent of mind even, can enable a
man to escape the predestinate opinion. This great hope is embodied in the
conception of truth and reality. The opinion which is fated to be ultimately
agreed to by all who investigate, is what we mean by the truth, and the object
represented in this opinion is the real. That is the way I would explain reality.
But it may be said that this view is directly opposed to the abstract deﬁnition

which we have given of reality, inasmuch as it makes the characters of the real
depend on what is ultimately thought about them. But the answer to this is
that, on the one hand, reality is independent, not necessarily of thought in
general, but only of what you or I or any ﬁnite number of men may think about
it; and that, on the other hand, though the object of the ﬁnal opinion depends
on what that opinion is, yet what that opinion is does not depend on what you
or I or any man thinks.
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