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The question therefore is, how is true belief (or belief in the real) distinguished
from false belief (or belief in fiction). Now, as we have seen in the former paper,
the ideas of truth and falsehood, in their full development, appertain
exclusively to the experiential method of settling opinion. [—]

On the other hand, all the followers of science are animated by a cheerful hope
that the processes of investigation, if only pushed far enough, will give one
certain solution to each question to which they apply it. [—] This activity of
thought by which we are carried, not where we wish, but to a fore-ordained
goal, is like the operation of destiny. No modification of the point of view taken,
no selection of other facts for study, no natural bent of mind even, can enable a
man to escape the predestinate opinion. This great hope is embodied in the
conception of truth and reality. The opinion which is fated to be ultimately
agreed to by all who investigate, is what we mean by the truth, and the object
represented in this opinion is the real.
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