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Term: Firstness
Quote: … I was long ago (1867) led, after only three or four years’ study, to throw all

ideas into the three classes of Firstness, of Secondness, and of Thirdness. This
sort of notion is as distasteful to me as to anybody; and for years, I endeavored
to  pooh-pooh  and  refute  it;  but  it  long  ago  conquered  me  completely.
Disagreeable as it is to attribute such meaning to numbers, and to a triad
above all, it is as true as it is disagreeable. The ideas of Firstness, Secondness,
and Thirdness are simple enough. Giving to being the broadest possible sense,
to include ideas as well as things, and ideas that we fancy we have just as
much  as  ideas  we  do  have,  I  should  define  Firstness,  Secondness,  and
Thirdness  thus:

Firstness is the mode of being of that which is such as it is, positively and
without reference to anything else.

Secondness is the mode of being of that which is such as it is, with respect to a
second but regardless of any third.

Thirdness is the mode of being of that which is such as it is, in bringing a
second and third into relation to each other.
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