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Term: Induction
Quote: The third kind of warrant is that which justifies the use of a method of inference

provided it be carried out to the end consistently. There are three kinds of
inference  of  this  kind.  They  are  all  inferences  from random samples.  The
strongest is that which is a sample (that is, a collection) of units. In that case,
the theory of errors is applicable. The second kind is where there are no definite
multitudes  but  where,  as  the  sample  is  enlarged,  the  inference  becomes
stronger and stronger. The third kind, which is the weakest of all  forms of
Induction, is where the only defence is that if the conclusion is false, its falsity
will  sometime be detected if  the method of  inference be persisted in long
enough. [—] No inductive inference can be weaker than that and have any
warrant at all.
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