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Representation

...a thing which stands for another thing is a representation or sign. So that it
appears that every species of actual cognition is of the nature of a sign. [—]

Let us examine some of the characters of signs in general. A sign must in the
first place have some qualities in itself which serve to distinguish it, a word
must have a peculiar sound different from the sound of another word; but it
makes no difference what the sound is, so long as it is something
distinguishable. In the next place, a sign must have a real physical connection
with the thing it signifies so as to be affected by that thing. A weather-cock,
which is a sign of the direction of the wind, must really turn with the wind. This
word in this connection is an indirect one; but unless there be some way or
other which shall connect words with the things they signify, and shall ensure
their correspondence with them, they have no value as signs of those things.
Whatever has these two characters is fit to become a sign. It is at least a
symptom, but it is not actually a sign unless it is used as such; that is unless it
is interpreted to thought and addresses itself to some mind.
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