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Term: Phaneron
Quote: I beg the privilege, in the interests of that exactitude of technical terminology

without  which  no  study  can  become  scientific,  of  creating  an  English  word,
phaneron, to denote whatever is entirely open to assured observation, in all the
entirety of its being, even if this observation be not quite as direct as that of a
percept is. An external reality is not a phaneron because it is not entirely open
to observation. The phaneron resembles rather what many English philosophers
call an idea.

When I say a phaneron is open to observation, I use the word “observation” in a
pretty broad sense. Whatever, whether in a purposive or cognitive sense, we
mean, or rather, when this is any distinction, what we think we mean is a
phaneron, although it may be vague and is usually general, so that it cannot
react upon us as a percept does, is a phaneron.

Again, that which is observed, as a percept is absent, must be objectified, while
mere tones of consciousness are phanerons. But though subject and object are
not  discriminated  in  these  feelings,  yet  it  is  that  element  of  them which
becomes developed into the immediate object which is the phaneron.
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