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Term: Real
Quote: Now, what precisely do we mean when we assert that any thing is “real”; in

other words, what is the character which we mean, or intend to cause the
person whom we address to believe, is true of that thing. What we all mean is
that there are predicates that are true of that thing, and would be true of it, no
matter what [a] determinate person or determinate collection of persons might
think or imagine to be false of that thing, in any mode of thinking whatsoever.
Of course, whether the thing be real or not, there will  be other predicates
whose being true of it  consists in their being thought to be so; for that is
involved in the meaning of some predicates, as when we say that a man is
“popular.” But if there be so much as a single predicate whose truth of the
thing in question is quite independent of its being thought to be so, there will
be many such, and that thing will have the important character we call reality.
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