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Term: Logica Utens
Quote: The purpose of reasoning is to proceed from the recognition of the truth we

already know to the knowledge of novel truth. This we may do by instinct or by
a habit of which we are hardly conscious. But the operation is not worthy to be
called reasoning unless it be deliberate, critical, self-controlled. In such genuine
reasoning we are always conscious of proceeding according to a general rule
which we approve. It may not be precisely formulated, but still we do think that
all reasoning of that perhaps rather vaguely characterized kind will be safe.
This is a doctrine of logic. We never can really reason without entertaining a
logical theory. That is called our logica utens.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1903 [c.]). Logical Tracts. No. 2. On Existential Graphs, Euler's
Diagrams, and Logical Algebra. MS [R] 492.
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