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Selective

. in any case in which the lines of identity become too intricate to be
perspicuous, it is advantageous to replace some of them by signs of a sort that
in this system are called selectives. A selective is very much of the same nature
as a proper name; for it denotes an individual and its outermost occurrence
denotes a wholly indesignate individual of a certain category (generally a thing)
existing in the universe, just as a proper name, on the first occasion of hearing
it, conveys no more. But, just as on any subsequent hearing of a proper name,
the hearer identifies it with that individual concerning which he has some
information, so all occurrences of the selective other than the outermost must
be understood to denote that identical individual. If, however, the outermost
occurrence of any given selective is oddly enclosed, then, on that first
occurrence the selective will refer to any individual whom the interpreter may
choose, and in all other occurrences to the same individual.
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