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Term: Icon
Quote: An  icon  is  a  representamen  of  what  it  represents  and  for  the  mind  that

interprets it as such, by virtue of its being an immediate image, that is to say
by virtue of characters which belong to it in itself as a sensible object, and
which it would possess just the same were there no object in nature that it
resembled, and though it never were interpreted as a sign. It is of the nature of
an appearance, and as such, strictly speaking, exists only in consciousness,
although for convenience in ordinary parlance and when extreme precision is
not called for, we extend the term icon to the outward objects which excite in
consciousness the image itself. A geometrical diagram is a good example of an
icon. A pure icon can convey no positive or factual information; for it affords no
assurance that there is any such thing in nature. But it is of the utmost value
for enabling its interpreter to study what would be the character of such an
object in case any such did exist. Geometry sufficiently illustrates that.
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