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Term: Index
Quote: A  pure  icon  can  convey  no  positive  or  factual  information;  for  it  affords  no

assurance that there is any such thing in nature. But it is of the utmost value
for enabling its interpreter to study what would be the character of such an
object  in  case  any  such  did  exist.  Geometry  sufficiently  illustrates  that.  Of  a
completely opposite nature is the kind of representamen termed an index. This
is a real thing or fact which is a sign of its object by virtue of being connected
with it as a matter of fact and by also forcibly intruding upon the mind, quite
regardless of its being interpreted as a sign. It may simply serve to identify its
object and assure us of its existence and presence. But very often the nature of
the  factual  connexion of  the  index with  its  object  is  such as  to  excite  in
consciousness an image of some features of the object, and in that way affords
evidence from which positive assurance as to truth of fact may be drawn. A
photograph, for example, not only excites an image, has an appearance, but,
owing to its optical connexion with the object, is evidence that that appearance
corresponds to a reality.
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