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Symbol

A symbol is a representamen whose special significance or fitness to represent
just what it does represent lies in nothing but the very fact of there being a
habit, disposition, or other effective general rule that it will be so interpreted.
Take, for example, the word “man.” These three letters are not in the least like
a man; nor is the sound with which they are associated. Neither is the word
existentially connected with any man as an index. It cannot be so, since the
word is not an existence at all. The word does not consist of three films of ink. If
the word “man” occurs hundreds of times in a book of which myriads of copies
are printed, all those millions of triplets of patches of ink are embodiments of
one and the same word. | call each of those embodiments a replica of the
symbol. This shows that the word is not a thing. What is its nature? It consists in
the really working general rule that three such patches seen by a person who
knows English will effect his conduct and thoughts according to a rule.
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