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Term: Il Lume Naturale
Quote: …general  considerations  concerning  the  universe,  strictly  philosophical

considerations, all  but demonstrate that if  the universe conforms, with any
approach to accuracy, to certain highly pervasive laws, and if man’s mind has
been developed under the influence of those laws, it is to be expected that he
should have a natural light, or light of nature, or instinctive insight, or genius,
tending to make him guess those laws aright, or nearly aright. This conclusion
is  confirmed  when  we  find  that  every  species  of  animal  is  endowed  with  a
similar  genius.

Source: Peirce,  C.  S.  (1903).  Lowell  Lectures  on  Some Topics  of  Logic  Bearing  on
Questions Now Vexed. Eighth Lecture, Abduction. MS [R] 475.
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