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Actuality

Let us begin with considering actuality, and try to make out just what it consists
in. If | ask you what the actuality of an event consists in, you will tell me that it
consists in its happening then and there. The specifications then and there
involve all its relations to other existents. The actuality of the event seems to
lie in its relations to the universe of existents. A court may issue injunctions and
judgments against me and | not care a snap of my finger for them. | may think
them idle vapor. But when | feel the sheriff's hand on my shoulder, | shall begin
to have a sense of actuality. Actuality is something brute. There is no reason in
it. I instance putting your shoulder against a door and trying to force it open
against an unseen, silent, and unknown resistance. We have a two-sided
consciousness of effort and resistance, which seems to me to come tolerably
near to a pure sense of actuality. On the whole, | think we have here a mode of
being of one thing which consists in how a second object is. | call
that Secondness.
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