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Term: Induction
Quote: Argument is of three kinds: Deduction, Induction, and Abduction (usually called

adopting a hypothesis). A Transuasive Argument, or Induction, is an Argument
which sets out from a hypothesis, resulting from a previous Abduction, and
from  virtual  predictions,  drawn  by  Deduction,  of  the  results  of  possible
experiments,  and  having  performed  the  experiments,  concludes  that  the
hypothesis  is  true in  the measure in  which those predictions  are  verified,  this
conclusion, however, being held subject to probable modification to suit future
experiments.  Since  the  significance  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  premisses
depends upon their predictive character, which they could not have had if the
conclusion had not been hypothetically  entertained,  they satisfy the definition
of a Symbol of the fact stated in the conclusion. This argument is Transuasive,
also,  in  respect  to  its  alone  affording  us  a  reasonable  assurance  of  an
ampliation of our positive knowledge. By the term “virtual prediction,” I mean
an experiential consequence deduced from the hypothesis, and selected from
among  possible  consequences  independently  of  whether  it  is  known,  or
believed, to be true, or not; so that at the time it is selected as a test of the
hypothesis,  we are either ignorant of  whether it  will  support  or  refute the
hypothesis, or, at least, do not select a test which we should not have selected
if we had been so ignorant.

Source: Peirce,  C.  S.  (1902).  Minute  Logic:  Chapter  I.  Intended  Characters  of  this
Treatise. MS [R] 425.
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