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Phenomenology

The first of these is Phenomenology, or the Doctrine of Categories, whose
business it is to unravel the tangled skein [of] all that in any sense appears and
wind it into distinct forms; or in other words, to make the ultimate analysis of all
experiences the first task to which philosophy has to apply itself. It is a most
difficult, perhaps the most difficult, of its tasks, demanding very peculiar
powers of thought, the ability to seize clouds, vast and intangible, to set them
in orderly array, to put them through their exercises. The mere reading of this
sort of philosophy, the mere understanding of it, is not easy. Anything like a just
appreciation of it has not been performed by many of those who have written
books. Original work in this department, if it is to be real and hitherto
unformulated truth, is - not to speak of whether it is difficult or not - one of
those functions of growth which every man, perhaps, in some fashion exercises
once, some even twice, but which it would be next to a miracle to perform a
third time.
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