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Term:

Habit

Quote:

An expectation is a habit of imagining. A habit is not an aﬀection of
consciousness; it is a general law of action, such that on a certain general kind
of occasion a man will be more or less apt to act in a certain general way. An
imagination is an aﬀection of consciousness which can be directly compared
with a percept in some special feature, and be pronounced to accord or
disaccord with it. Suppose for example that I slip a cent into a slot, and expect
on pulling a knob to see a little cake of chocolate appear. My expectation
consists in, or at least involves, such a habit that when I think of pulling the
knob, I imagine I see a chocolate coming into view. When the perceptual
chocolate comes into view, my imagination of it is a feeling of such a nature
that the percept can be compared with it as to size, shape, the nature of the
wrapper, the color, taste, ﬂavor, hardness and grain of what is within. Of
course, every expectation is a matter of inference. What an inference is we
shall soon see more exactly than we need just now to consider. For our present
purpose it is suﬃcient to say that the inferential process involves the formation
of a habit. For it produces a belief, or opinion; and a genuine belief, or opinion,
is something on which a man is prepared to act, and is therefore, in a general
sense, a habit. A belief need not be conscious. When it is recognized, the act of
recognition is called by logicians a judgment, although this is properly a term of
psychology. A man may become aware of any habit, and may describe to
himself the general way in which it will act. For every habit has, or is, a general
law. Whatever is truly general refers to the indeﬁnite future; for the past
contains only a certain collection of such cases that have occurred. The past is
actual fact. But a general (fact) cannot be fully realized. It is a potentiality; and
its mode of being is esse in futuro. The future is potential, not actual. What
particularly distinguishes a general belief, or opinion, such as is an inferential
conclusion, from other habits, is that it is active in the imagination. If I have a
habit of putting my left leg into my trouser before the right, when I imagine that
I put on my trousers, I shall probably not deﬁnitely think of putting the left leg
on ﬁrst. But if I believe that ﬁre is dangerous, and I imagine a ﬁre bursting out
close beside me, I shall also imagine that I jump back. Conversely – and this is
the most important point – a belief habit formed in the imagination simply, as
when I consider how I ought to act under imaginary circumstances, will equally
aﬀect my real action should those circumstances be realized. Thus, when you
say that you have faith in reasoning, what you mean is that the belief habit

formed in the imagination will determine your actions in the real case. This is
looking upon the matter from the psychological point of view. Under a logical
aspect your opinion in question is that general cognitions of potentialities in
futuro, if duly constructed, will under imaginary conditions determine schemata
or imaginary skeleton diagrams with which percepts will accord when the real
conditions accord with those imaginary conditions; or, stating the essence of
the matter in a nutshell, you opine that percepts follow certain general laws.
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