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Term: Mathematics
Quote: Mathematics is a study of exact hypotheses, in so far as consequences can be

deduced  from  them.  To  limit  mathematics  to  the  deduction  of  those
consequences  would  be  to  separate  from it  some  of  the  greatest  of  the
achievements of modern mathematicians, – achievements which nobody but
mathematicians could have performed, – such as the formation of the idea of
the system of imaginaries, and of the idea of Riemann surfaces. It must be
allowed,  therefore,  that  the  formation  of  the  hypotheses  is  a  part  of  the
business of mathematics.

Source: Peirce, C. S. (1897 [c.]). On Multitude. MS [R] 26.
References: MS [R] 26:1
Date of
Quote: 

1897 [c.]

URL: http://www.commens.org/dictionary/entry/quote-multitude

Commens | Dictionary Entry

Commens: Digital Companion to C. S. Peirce (http://www.commens.org)


