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Term:

Sign

Quote:

A sign is an object which stands for another to some mind. I propose to describe
the characters of a sign. In the ﬁrst place like any other thing it must have
qualities which belong to it whether it be regarded as a sign or not. Thus a
printed word is black, has a certain number of letters and those letters have
certain shapes. Such characters of a sign I call its material quality. In the next
place a sign must have some real connection with the thing it signiﬁes so that
when the object is present or is so as the sign signiﬁes it to be, the sign shall so
signify it and otherwise not. [—] I shall term this character of signs their pure
demonstrative application. In the 3rd place it is necessary for a sign to be a
sign that it should be regarded as a sign for it is only a sign to that mind which
so considers and if it is not a sign to any mind it is not a sign at all. It must be
known to the mind ﬁrst in its material qualities but also in its pure
demonstrative application. That mind must conceive it to be connected with its
object so that it is possible to reason from the sign to the thing. Let us now see
what the appeal of a sign to the mind amounts to. It produces a certain idea in
the mind which is the idea that it is a sign of the thing it signiﬁes and an idea is
itself a sign, for an idea is an object and it represents an object.
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